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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PINNACLE ARMOR ADVANCES THE “FLEXIBLE-MODULAR BODY ARMOR FOR HIGH POWER RIFLE PROTECTION”

Fresno, CA (May 20, 2004) -- Pinnacle Armor announced today that it has achieved a 26% weight reduction of its SOV flexible rifle defeating military body armor. Pinnacle Armor has designed a flexible, lightweight, multiple-hit capable armor system to replace the current rigid plate systems. The U. S. Army Research Laboratory, Weapons & Materials Research Directorate (ARL) in Aberdeen, Maryland, has completed a five-year ballistic testing program on the current armor system, and will be conducting a test program for the military on the light weight improvements.

“Flexible, wearable, and effective body armor has been a military goal for thousands of years and continues to be a major goal in meeting future individual soldier protection needs,” said Thomas Haduch of ARL.  

Company founder and inventor Murray Neal said, “We are very pleased that the DOD has recognized Pinnacle Armor’s capabilities and look forward to continuing technological breakthroughs in flexible body armor that will provide increased levels of protection for our armed forces and law enforcement personnel.”  

“The lighter weight solution will lend the SOV system to even greater accepted use throughout the military community, while providing for greater ballistic performance against specialized threats over current deployed systems”, said Neal. 

The SOV technology body armor literally has unmatched ballistic capabilities per weight of any body armor system to date. The SOV body armor is thin enough for concealed wear, at only .858” for the high power rifle defeating ballistic armor as a completed body armor system thickness. The tactical armor is designed for load bearing options such as “Alice webbing”, “Molle webbing”, Velcro and snap, or permanently attached. The system is designed from an operator’s requirement, not from typically designed criteria, centered around dropping weights. Additionally, the areas of coverage per standard sizing are greater than that of typical vests.

The multiple repeat hit capability of the SOV system spells it out. A typical standard front coverage consisting of one full square foot of protected area was able to withstand eighteen (18) .308 caliber rounds of M80 NATO ball ammunition from fifteen feet with a nominal velocity spread of 2850 to 2935 feet per second, without any penetration. The average backface signature was only 25mm.

Additionally, the Special Enforcement Bureau for the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department saw an unprecedented multiple repeat hit capability of thirty seven (37) .223 caliber rounds of M855 (SS109 green tip) without penetration on a 10” x 12” flexible panel.

 Neal said, “that in addition to flexible body armor, other armor applications for the technology being developed include aircraft, vehicles and vessels”. 

Pinnacle Armor provides consulting, design, fabrication, manufacturing and installation of armors for ballistic, explosive blast and forced entry threats. The armors are utilized for such applications as vehicles, vessels, aircraft, facilities and flexible body armor. Additional information about the company can be found at www.pinnaclearmor.com.
